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1. Introduction

Abstract

Scientific publication is one of the essential competencies for students in developing scientific
knowledge and academic competitiveness. However, many final-year students at Muria Kudus
University still face difficulties in writing and publishing scientific papers. To address this
issue, this community service activity was carried out through a workshop based on
Participatory Action Research (PAR), which actively involved students in discussions, hands-
on practice, and intensive mentoring in scientific writing. The stages of the activity included
problem identification, strategy planning, workshop implementation, and program
effectiveness evaluation. A post-workshop survey showed that 85% of participants understood
proper scientific writing techniques, 72% were able to prepare manuscripts according to journal
standards, and 60% were ready to submit their manuscripts for publication. These findings
indicate that the PAR approach is effective in improving students' understanding and skills in
writing and publishing scientific papers. Through this workshop, it is expected that students
will become more confident in producing high-quality scientific works and contributing to
academic publications.

Writing and publishing scientific papers is one of the essential skills for final-year
university students. This ability is not only required for completing academic tasks such as
theses and research reports, but also plays a significant role in broadening students' insights
and enhancing their competitiveness in the professional world (Siregar, 2023). Unfortunately,
many students still face challenges in writing scientific papers that meet academic standards,
whether in terms of structure, methodology, or language use (Hasanah, 2023). The main
problems often encountered by students in scientific writing include a lack of understanding of

proper writing conventions, difficulties in organizing ideas systematically, and uncertainty in
selecting appropriate journals for publication (Sari & Pambudi, 2023). In addition, many
students are not yet familiar with proper citation techniques and reference management, which
increases the risk of plagiarism (Astutik & Cahyani, 2023). These obstacles have resulted in
many quality scientific works remaining unpublished or underutilized (Utomo et al., 2022).
With the ongoing development of both academia and industry, final-year students are
expected to produce high-quality scientific works that contribute meaningfully to the
advancement of science and technology (Harahap et al., 2023). A well-published scientific
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paper can serve as an indicator of a student's competence and enhance their opportunities in
both academic and professional settings. Therefore, it is crucial for students to understand
effective strategies for writing and publishing scientific papers to boost their credibility and
competitiveness (Yuliani & Wulandari, 2023). The workshop entitled “Effective Strategies for
Writing and Publishing Scientific Papers” is designed to equip final-year students at Muria
Kudus University with practical skills in scientific writing and publication. During this
workshop, participants will gain in-depth knowledge about the proper structure of scientific
papers, effective writing techniques, and strategies for selecting appropriate journals (Rohmah
& Zulfikar, 2022). Moreover, the workshop will address how to avoid plagiarism and make the
most of reference management tools such as Mendeley or Zotero (Yusnita & Nasution, 2023).
This workshop is expected to enhance students’ abilities to produce high-quality scientific
papers and contribute to knowledge development in their respective fields. Additionally,
students are encouraged to publish their research in national or international journals, thereby
providing broader benefits to the academic and industrial communities. Ultimately, this
workshop aims not only to support students in completing their academic requirements but also
to prepare them for future challenges in their professional careers (Fadillah & Wahyuni, 2023).

2. Research Design

This community service activity employed the Participatory Action Research (PAR)
method, which emphasizes the active participation of students in all stages of the program—
from problem identification and solution design to outcome evaluation. This method was
chosen to ensure that students are not merely passive recipients of information, but also actively
involved in designing scientific writing and publication strategies that align with their
individual needs.

The activity began with an exploration phase, during which a survey was conducted
among final-year students at Muria Kudus University to identify the main challenges they face
in writing and publishing scientific papers. The data collected served as the foundation for
developing relevant and practical workshop materials.The next stage was the implementation
of the workshop, featuring the main speaker, Dr. M. Faruq Ubaidillah, M.Pd., from the Islamic
University of Malang (Unisma). He delivered sessions on effective strategies for scientific
writing, techniques for selecting appropriate journals, and methods for avoiding plagiarism
through proper reference management. In addition to the lectures, students also participated in
hands-on practice sessions, during which they drafted scientific articles with guidance from the
speaker and a team of facilitators. Following the workshop, a reflection and evaluation phase
was conducted, where students were asked to reflect on the knowledge gained and develop
follow-up plans for publishing their scientific work. The effectiveness of the program was
evaluated through participant feedback and a review of the article drafts they produced.

3. Result and Discussion

The workshop titled “Effective Strategies for Writing and Publishing Scientific
Papers,” organized for final-year students of Muria Kudus University, successfully had a
significant impact on enhancing students’ understanding and skills in writing and publishing
scientific papers. By applying the Participatory Action Research (PAR) method, the program
did not merely deliver theoretical knowledge but also actively involved students in every
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stage—ranging from identifying challenges and applying writing strategies to reflecting on the
outcomes achieved. Pre-workshop survey results revealed that the majority of students
encountered various difficulties in writing scientific papers. The main challenges identified
included difficulties in selecting appropriate research topics, a lack of understanding of proper
scientific paper structure, and limited knowledge of how to choose the right journal for
publication. Furthermore, many students were still unfamiliar with using reference
management software such as Mendeley or Zotero, which are essential tools for organizing
citations and academic references. During the workshop, the keynote speaker, Dr. M. Faruq
Ubaidillah, M.Pd., from the Islamic University of Malang (Unisma), delivered a
comprehensive presentation on effective strategies for scientific writing. The materials covered
techniques for writing concise and clear abstracts, structuring well-organized introductions,
and conducting data analysis in accordance with academic standards. Additionally, students
were provided with guidelines on how to avoid plagiarism through proper paraphrasing
techniques and the use of citation tools for automatic referencing.

The practical session, which was an integral part of the workshop, offered students the
opportunity to directly apply the theories they had learned. In this session, students were asked
to draft abstracts and introductions based on their ongoing research or final projects. With direct
guidance from the speaker and facilitators, many students demonstrated noticeable
improvement in composing more structured and academically sound writing. Most participants
also gained a better understanding of the importance of creating properly formatted
bibliographies and how to access reputable journals as primary references in scientific writing.
The community service team also took an active role in assisting workshop participants during
the drafting process and in deepening their understanding of the theories presented by the
speaker. The documentation of the activities is presented in Figures 1(a) and 1(b).

Figure 1(a) and 1(b). Documentation of the community service activity implementation

The evaluation conducted after the workshop indicated a significant improvement in
students’ understanding. Based on the results of the distributed questionnaires, approximately
85% of participants reported feeling more confident in writing scientific papers compared to
before attending the workshop. Additionally, 75% of participants expressed interest in
continuing their writing efforts and attempting to publish their articles in national or
international journals. These findings suggest that the workshop not only provided theoretical
knowledge but also successfully fostered students’ motivation to become more actively
involved in scientific publication. Reflections from this activity demonstrate that the PAR
method is highly effective in enhancing both participation and comprehension among students.
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By providing space for discussion, practice, and direct feedback, students were better able to
grasp the concepts taught and felt more motivated to apply them in their academic work.
Moreover, the opportunity to interact directly with an experienced speaker, Dr. M. Faruq
Ubaidillah, M.Pd., offered valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities within the
realm of scientific publication.

Figure 2. Photo session with the speaker, community service team, and attendees

Based on the results obtained, it is recommended that this program be continued in a
more in-depth format, such as intensive mentoring in article writing up to the publication stage.
In addition, collaboration with other academic institutions and strengthening networks with
reputable journals could be strategic steps to support students in the publication process. Thus,
it is expected that final-year students at Muria Kudus University will not only be able to write
quality scientific papers, but also contribute to the advancement of science and technology
through high-quality scientific publications.

4. Conclusion

This community service program aimed to equip final-year students at Muria Kudus
University with effective strategies for writing and publishing scientific papers. Through a
workshop based on the Participatory Action Research (PAR) method, students gained
academic understanding as well as hands-on experience in scientific writing and reference
management. The program also helped address common challenges such as topic selection,
structuring of scientific papers, and choosing the right journal for publication. Evaluation
results indicated an increase in students’ confidence and motivation in writing and publishing
scientific work. Additionally, the workshop provided practical skills related to the use of
reference management software and techniques for avoiding plagiarism, which contributed to
improving the quality of students’ writing. As a follow-up, continued mentoring programs and
collaboration with academic institutions and journal publishers are necessary to expand
students’ publication opportunities. The sustainability of this program is expected to encourage
students to become more actively involved in the advancement of science and technology.
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